
Dear Friends, 
  
Today's proverb (chapter 17) is once again full of great practical wisdom. But I just couldn't pass 

up the opportunity to comment on verse 15: "He who justifies the wicked and he who condemns 

the righteous, both of them alike are an abomination to the Lord." It's the beginning and the end 

of the verse that I want to focus on: "He who justifies the wicked...[is] an abomination to the 

Lord."  
  
The idea here of course is that it is terribly wrong and absurd to reward the wicked with no 

consequences for their harmful actions while persecuting those who do right. God's attitude 

toward this kind of injustice is hatred, and anyone who has any sense of justice at all would 

agree.  
  
Yet doesn't God justify sinners?! And isn't the offer of justification for wicked people at the very 

heart of the gospel? How can God remain a God of uncompromising justice and at the same time 

extend such mercy that sinners should be justified? There's one HUGE difference between 

Proverbs 17:15 and the gospel--the CROSS!  
  
God's pardon for sinners is not cheap. God made sure that He Himself paid the full penalty of sin 

through the death of His own Son so that He could both uphold justice and extend mercy. This is 

why Romans 3:26 says that God is both "just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus." 

Through the voluntary (willing), substitutionary (dying on our behalf) death of His Son, God 

appeased His own just wrath (Romans 3:25), paid the full penalty for our sin (death--Romans 

3:23), and completely fulfilled the justice of His own law. The price was fully paid for our sin at 

God's own expense! 
  
The good news for us is that God's justice was fully satisfied through the death of Christ. His 

wrath for our sin was completely spent on Christ so that those who are united to Christ in faith 

are fully justified. "There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 

Jesus!" We can live as though we are free from sin's condemnation because our record was 

cleared by Christ's death on our behalf. Because the cross was the place of God's justice and 

judgment on sin, it is also the home of mercy and grace for those who embrace Jesus Christ by 

faith.  
  
This is the good news God has called us to share with our world!  
  
Rejoicing in Grace! 
Pastor Ty  
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